Notes about the Woman at the Well

The name Samaritans originally was identified with the Israelites of the Northern
Kingdom (2 Kings 17:29). When the Assyrians conquered Israel and exiled 27,290
Israelites, a “remnant of Israel” remained in the land. Assyrian captives from distant
places also settled there (2 Kings 17:24). This led to the intermarriage of some, though
not all, Jews with Gentiles and to widespread worship of foreign gods. By the time the
Jews returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple and the walls of Jerusalem, Ezra and
Nehemiah refused to let the Samaritans share in the experience (Ezra 4:1-3; Neh. 4:7).
The old antagonism between Israel to the north and Judah to the south intensified the
quarrel.

In the days of Christ, the relationship between the Jews and the Samaritans was
greatly strained (Luke 9:52-54; 10:25-37; 17:11-19; John 8:48). The animosity was so
great that the Jews bypassed Samaria as they traveled between Galilee and Judea. They
went an extra distance through the barren land of Perea on the eastern side of the Jordan
to avoid going through Samaria. Yet Jesus rebuked His disciples for their hostility to the
Samaritans (Luke 9:55-56), healed a Samaritan leper (Luke 17:16), honored a Samaritan
for his neighborliness (Luke 10:30-37), praised a Samaritan for his gratitude (Luke
17:11-18), asked a drink of a Samaritan woman (John 4:7), and preached to the
Samaritans (John 4:40-42). Then in Acts 1:8, Jesus challenged His disciples to witness in
Samaria. Philip, a deacon, opened a mission in Samaria (Acts 8:5).

The Jerome Biblical Commentary points out that the story of the woman at the well
and the parable that follows illustrate that Jesus wanted to spread his Gospel to all
peoples, Jew and Gentile alike, and that Samaria was fertile soil for His message.
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